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DAYTON, Ohio, April 16, 1974 --- Although the recent tornado bypassed 
the University of Dayton and went on to bludgeon Xenia, the campus community 
shared in the wake of the disaster. 
For some at UD, the tornado exacted the highest price. National Guards-
man, Walter Radewonuk,vf~ was killed in a fire after the tornado, was a full 
time student here majoring in engineering technology. Two children of Mrs. 
Waltraud DeJarnette, a systems analyst in Institutional Studies who lives in 
Xenia, died as a result of the tornado. 
Others at UD gave of themselves to help the disaster victims. Relief 
efforts involved most all student service organizations as well as individuals. 
Mrs. Irene Criggall, director of registration, opened her Kettering home 
to the DeJarnette family. Mrs. Criggall and Brother Leonard Mann, dean of 
arts and sciences, accompanied Mrs. DeJarnette to the morgue where she found 
her 16-year-old son Michael on the night of April 5. Two days later, her 
daughter Sabina, 11, died in }~ami Valley Hospital. The DeJarnette's home 
and all of their possessions were destroyed. "UD people have responded 
marvelously," Mrs. Criggall said. "So much clothing and food have been given 
that I had to move my car out of the garage." 
The Appalachia Club was having a meeting when a member broke in with 
news of the disaster. The club's immediate response was to organize a 
transportation shuttle service to the downtown blood center. 
Phi Kappa Mu appears to be the only campus organization that also has 
affiliation with the Red Cross as members of a special services team. "First 
we tried to call Red Cross but couldn't get through. Finally, they called 
us at 10:30 and asked us to come out and help," said Dan Grubenhoff, house 
chairman. 
Grubenhoff worked f rom 11 p.m. that night until noon the next day. 
Altogether, some 25 members were involved since the first night helping clean 
up and administering food and clothing at relief stations. 
Chi Sigma Alpha members also were in Xenia that fateful Wednesday night. 
"The most scary incident was shortly after we arrived," said Doug Reitz. 
!'Somebody yelled, 'there's another tornado coming,take cover,' and there was 
no place to take cover." 
Jerry Walters , president of Circle K, went out with a car load of Chi 
Sigma Alpha members. "Tb0Y put us busy searching for bodies. I don't know 
what we would have done it' we had found one. Probably sit there and cry," 
he recalled. 
Later, during the weekend Walters spent 50 hours at the Circle K spon-
sored teeter totter marathon near the Dayton Mall. The service club made 
$1,025 and was covered on the NBC Today Show. The proceeds were turned over 
to the Xenia Relief Fund. Cystic Fibrosis Volunteers at UD contributed $50 
to the Circle K earnings and helped make posters. 
A collection of $500 from Masses ~,:,he first Sunday after the disaster 
was turned over to the DeJarnette f amily. Funeral services for the dead 
children were held Wednesday in the chapel. Memorial services for Radewonuk 




President Raymond Roesch has cancelled the President's Recognition 
Luncheon April 10 and the President's Recognition Dinner May 7 and donated 
the approximately $1,000 reserved for the two occasions to Xenia-Greene 
County relief in the names of those who are being honored. 
Two students in stuart Hall, John Smedinghoff and Tony Carson spent 
Thursday in Kettering at the home of a ham radio operator. The pair helped 
relay over 400 messages to and from friends and relatives of Xenia residents 
throughout the United states. 
Six ROTC cadets sp~nt Thursday n~ght in_Xenia guar~ing the Gre~ne County 
Historical Society. The cadets, all members of Ra~ger Company, were Robert 
Koenig, Raymond Lemming, Kyle Hartman, Karl Drerup, Kim Daniels and Mike Van 
Dyke. The next day three of the cadets stayed to help uncover the facility 
from a deluge of rubble. 
Debbie Conner, a senior in criminal justice, used her training in advanced 
first aid and family services. Soon after the disaster she called Red Cross 
headquarters where a spokesman asked if she could be ready to go to Xenia in 
10 minutes. From Wednesday night to Sunday she worked 20 hour shifts and 
forfeited her salary from her full time job. 
During the first four days after the disaster, 14 members of Campus Police 
served on rescue missions. The first night they were out until 3 a.m. 
Central State University students who no longer have a campus have been 
offered temporary use of University Hall on the West Campus. In addition, 
classrooms and dorms may be used late this Spring by CSU seniors who have been 
promised that they will graduate. Other offers include use of University 
buses, whether CSU students attend UD or not, and assistance from the campus 
police. CSU has not indicated which services they will need. 
Other UD facilities used included a un computer terminal which was 
installed at Red Cross headquarters and was used to keep information on persons 
in hospitals or missing updated and immediately available to the Red Cross. 
The idea to use the computer terminal came from sophomores Bob Mellinger, 
a computer science major, and Mark Duncan, a chemistry major. It was Friday 
morning. The two too~ their plan to Dr. Martel Gee and Ron McAdams of the 
Office for Computer Activities. Forty five minutes later a computer terminal 
was installed at Red Cross headquarters. 
"I never saw a university move so fast in my life," says Mellinger. 
The two students worked without sleep from 11 a.m. Friday until 8 p.m. 
Saturday alphabetizing the names of 1,146 people and feeding information about 
them into the un computer. 
Other computer science students have volunteered since then through 
recruiting efforts of senior Steve Marberger. 
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